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Current Trends 


HUD reports that during the third quarter of 1976, lenders closed $29.7 billion of 
home mortgage loans. Of these loans. ..$25.3 billion or 85 percent were conventionally 
financed. . . $2.6 billion or 9 percent were guaranteed by the Veterans Administration. . . and 
$1.8 billion or 6 percent were HUD/FHA-insured. Over $21 billion or 71 percent of these 
loans financed previously-occupied homes. Multifamily loans closed during the period totaled 
$3.4 billion... of which 88 percent were conventional and 12 percent were HUD/FHA- 
insured. 


Ww 
Unusual Seminars Scheduled 


The Institute for Community Design Analysis has scheduled a series of seminars in 
cities across the country devoted to the general subject of The Design and Modification of 
Housing Developments. The sessions are intended for the staffs of housing agencies, 
developers, and architects. The structure of the seminars will be to examine the different 
components of modifying existing housing projects and preparing designs for new ones to 
reduce crime, vandalism, and vacancy rates. .. and the consideration of alternate solutions to 
each case. 


The sessions will be held in Washington, February 17-18; Boston, February 24-25; 
Atlanta, March 3-4; Chicago, March 10-11; Denver, March 17-18; and San Francisco, March 
24-25. Further details and registration: JoAnn Cella, Seminar Coordinator, Institute for 
Community Design, 853 Broadway, New York City 10003 (212/677-3892). 
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1975 New Housing Concentrated in Four States 


More than a quarter of all new housing permits issued in 1975 were concentrated in 
California, Texas, Florida, and Illinois. 


A Census Bureau report showed that of 949,234 units authorized for the United 
States in 1975...281,311 were in the four States. The total in California’ was 131,248; in 
Texas, 62,749; in Florida, 47,989 and in Illinois, 39,325. 


Other leading States were Ohio, with 39,080 units; Michigan, 36,980; Washington, 
35,209; Virginia, 33,210; Pennsylvania, 33,019; and New York, 30,761. These six. . . together 
with the four leaders. . . accounted for more than half of the new units authorized. 


Among the metropolitan areas, the greatest number of units, 23,654, was in Chicago. 
Totals for other metropolitan areas were: Los Angeles, 17,681, Dallas-Fort Worth, 16,983; 
and Houston, 13,732. 


Construction Report, C40-75-13, Housing Authorized by Building Permits and Public 
Contracts 1975, may be obtained for $2 from the Superintendent of Documents, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20402. 





Profile of the American People Issued 


A profile of the people of the United States in 1975 has been released by the Census 
Bureau. 


This is the second in this series of annual reports highlighting population growth, 
social characteristics, population distribution, employment and income, and statistics on 
ethnic groups. 


Data included in the report appeared in the Bureau’s Current Population Report series 
in 1975 and are analyzed and presented in a convenient format. Some of the key findings 
summarized in the report: 


e In January 1976, the total U.S. population reached 214.5 million. .. an increase of 
only four-fifths of 1 percent over 1974. 


e The total fertility rate was the lowest in the U.S. history in 1975. The total 
fertility rate is the number of births that 1,000 women would have in their lifetimes if, at 
each year of age, they experience the birth rates occurring in a given calendar year. The total 
fertility rate was estimated at 1,800 in 1975... compared to the 1970 figure of 2,480... and 
1957’s record rate of 3,760. 


e@ Wives under 25 years of age show a strong preference for a two-child family. 


e In 1975, the number of divorces exceeded 1 million for the first time in U.S. 
history... an increase of 6 percent between 1974 and 1975... while the number of marriages 


dropped to the lowest level since 1969, with a decrease of 4 percent between 1974 and 
1975. 


e@ The number of households with a female head increased by 30 percent between 
1970 and 1975. During the same period... the number of persons under 35 maintaining a 
household entirely alone doubled from about 1% to 3 million. 


e Increases in the population of Florida accounted for one-quarter of the South’s 
population growth since 1970 and one-half of its net immigration. The Mountain States have 


been growing fastest since 1970 (16 percent)... followed by the South Atlantic States (10 
percent). 


@ The unemployment rate rose sharply between the first half of 1974 and the second 
quarter of 1975... but declined slightly during the last half of 1975. 


e@ While sharp decreases in employment have occurred in the manufacturing and 
construction industries, employment in the mining industry rose by 12 percent. 


@ Median income in 1974 was $12,840. For white families, the median income was 
$13,360, $7,810 for black families, and $9,560 for families of Spanish origin. 


e The number of persons below the poverty level in the United States declined by 
about 15 million during the 1960’s...but the number in 1974 (24.3 million) was not 
significantly different from that in 1969. 


e@ The black population numbered approximately 23.8 million in March 1975... or 
11 percent of the total U.S. population. 


@ Spanish-origin persons numbered 11.2 million in 1975...or 5 percent of the U.S. 
population. Of this total 6.7 million were of Mexican origin, 1.7 million of Puerto Rican 
origin, 700,000 of Cuban origin, 700,000 of Central or South American origin, and 1.4 
million of other Spanish origin. 


Copies of the report, Population Profile of the United States: 1974, Series P-20, No. 


292, are available for 90 cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 





Maps Showing Value and Rent in U.S. Counties 


Two color maps. .. illustrating the median value of owner-occupied housing units and 
median gross rent paid in each U.S. county have been published by the Census Bureau. 


The first map shows median values of owner-occupied homes from less than $7,000 
to $15,000 or more for each county. These values are represented by five color tones of blue 
and yellow. The distribution shows that higher-valued homes are located in the Far West, 

laska, the area around the Great Lakes, Florida, and the Northeast Coast. Lower-priced 
homes tend to be found in the South and throughout the Midwest. 


The second map shows (also for each county) median gross rents paid... with five 
ranges from less than $55 to $100-and-over. These ranges are also shown by five color tones. 
The distribution shows that counties with the highest rents tend to be in the same areas with 
the higher values for owner-occupied housing units. Lower rents tend to appear throughout 
the South and Southwest. 


Both maps measure 30 by 42 inches and are based on data from the 1970 census. 


Copies of the maps, Median Value of Owner-Occupied Housing Units by Counties of 
the United States: 1970, Series GE-50, No. 65, and Median Gross Rent by Counties of the 
United States: 1970, Series GE-50, No. 64, are available for 95 cents each from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. 
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New Publications 


Rent Control...by Dr. Herbert L. Selesnick. Dr. Selesnick served as project director 
for a study carried out by Harbridge House. ..an international management consulting firm 
in Boston. The study was conducted for the Massachusetts Joint Legislative Committee on 
Local Affairs, which was considering whether to allow the State’s 4-year-old local option 
enabling statute for rent and eviction controls (Chapter 842 of the Acts of 1970) to expire, 
or to extend the statute... and, if so... to determine its form. The Legislature extended the 
statute. The project compared the contrasting local practices among many cities and towns 
and covered vacancy rates, public housing, rent increase estimates, weekly earnings of 
particular groups, median family incomes, maintenance and taxes, assessments, construction 
activity, loans, multifamily units, civil litigations, evictions, and “‘fair net operating incomes” 
among others. 122 pages. Available for $14.00 from Lexington Books, a division of D.C. 
Heath and Company, 125 Spring Street, Lexington, Massachusetts 02173 (617/862-6650, ext. 
1205). 


Housing for Low-Income Urban Families... by Orville F. Grimes, Jr. A World Bank 
Research Publication... reports on housing economics and policy in the developing world. 
Price $11 hardcover. .. $3.65 paperback. Published by the John Hopkins University Press, 
Baltimore, 21218. 


Interim Guide for Environmental Assessment—Field Office Edition... designed to 
help public officials and builders systematically assess the ways in which the physical and 
social environment can be affected by a project. The Guide examines 80 aspects of the 
environment, such as visual, air and water quality, energy, climate, and the well-being of 
citizens. It describes where the reader can find local information on each of these 
components, and how to relate that information to current standards and guidelines for a 
project under consideration. 


Prepared in loose leaf format... the publication is designed to be an ongoing desk-top 
reference. New research findings, and material relevant to individual users, can be added as 
they become available. 


The Guide was prepared for HUD under contract by Planning Environment Inter- 
national, a division of Alan M. Voorhees & Associates, and is for sale by the Superintendent 
of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402; Stock No. 023-000-90151-0. Price: $20.00. The 
buyer will also receive any changes that may be issued through 1979. 





FYI 


American Institute of Landscape Architects... International Convention. .. Costa 
Mesa, CA., February 17-19. Details: Robert R. Cardoza, 1599 Superior Ave., Suite A-4, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 (714/645-5161). 


Committee . on Federal Procurement of Architectural/Engineering Services 
(COFPAES)... Federal Programs Conference... New Orleans, February 24-25. Top level 
Federal agency officials and members of Congress will brief design professionals on 
opportunities in the Federal marketplace. HUD is among the 30 participating Federal 
agencies. Details: Patricia Parker, Federal Agency Liaison, American Institute of Architects, 
1735 New York Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 (202/785-7384). 


AIA Installs * 


Houston architect John M. McGinty, FAJA, is formally installed as the 1977 
president of the American Institute of Architects. He succeeds Louis de Moll, FAJA, of 
Philadelphia, as head of the 26,000-member professional society. 


In addition to McGinty... five other officers and 11 new regional directors were 
named. They include the new first president (who is also president-elect) Elmer E. Botsai, 
FAIA, of Honolulu; three national vice presidents... Robert L. Wilson, AJA, of Stamford, 
Connecticut; Herbert Epstein, FAA, of Philadelphia; and the Jnstitute’s secretary. . . Robert 
M. Lawrence, FAIA, of Oklahoma City. 


McGinty. ..a principal of The McGinty Partnership, Architects Inc., and the Crane 
Design Group... both of Houston...has served as AJA first vice president for the past 
year. .. and has served on many AJA national committees. 
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